THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 
SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 


June 13, 1910. 


Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D. C. 
— x 
Tur ietkek of the 4th instant, in relation to obtaining from the 
Society of California Pioneers permission to make a cast of the fifty- 
dollar slug now in ihe possession of this Mint, received. 
I took the matter up with the officers of the society, and have 


just received word that the president and board of directors have de- 


cided not tm grant the permission desired. 


Their representative stated that owing to the rarity of the speci- 


ment the society did not wish to have a cast of it in existence. 


Respectfully, 


il 
Acting Superintendent. 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENTS OFFI 
April 14, 1906. 


Hon. Geo, E, Roberts, 
Washington, D. C, 


My Dear Mr. Roberts: 

I suppose I will have to go to Seattle on about 
the let prox., to appear before the grand jury in the Adams! case, 
consequently I wish you would provide me with the railroad requisition 
for transportation and Pullman accomodation. I have written to Mr. 
Kerfoot to consult with Mr, Frey and see if he can get along without 
me, and if so, why the requisition will be good later on when it will 
be necessary for me to go up there to attend tne trials 

You will remember that sone wecks ago I suggested that s more 
careful tracing be made of the Parmalee signature on the books of the 
New York Assay Qffice, which tracing I should like to have. Possibly 
that letter went to the Bureau d ring your absence in Iowa. 

with kind regards, I am, 


Yours truly 


e vo wc. 
Puget. 
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Oakland Calif April 187. 1906 


Geo. FH. Roberts, 
Director Mint 
Washn D.C. 

San Francisco visited early this morning by terrible earthquake 
followed by fire which has burned the greater part of business 
district. Mint building not damaged much by shock but the 
big stacks were badly shaken and may have to.come down but not 
sure about it now. Every building &round the entire mint buirned 
to the ground, It is only building not destroyed for blocks, 
I reached building before the worst of the. fire came, finding 
& lot our men then stationed them at points of vantage from toog 
t€ basement and withpur fire apparatus. Ae Sp from fire 
department we succeWssfully fought the fire away, although all 
the windows on mint ave and back side third story were burned 
out , fire coming in drove us back for a time, Adjusting rooms 
and refinery damage some, and the heavy stone cornice on that 


RECEIVED AT TREASURY BUILDING AND REFERRED TO: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM. 


side of building melted off, The roof burned some little. 

Liet. G.R.Armstrong 6th.U.S.in“antry with squad men was 

sent to us by commanding officer of department, who rendered 
effecient aid fire still burning in central and wétern parts 
city and what little remains of central business section is thra 
tened, I could not report sooner as I had to wait until I got 
back to Oakland, I could not get any despatch forwarded from 

San Francisco, 
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As feared the balance of the business part of city was destroyed 
last night the fire is now raging in the western residence district 
Was destroyed yesterday and last night. One whole street is being 
disinfected access path of fire. The mint building safe one side 
scaled by heat but interior is intact. Ut is the only building 

in path of “fire south of market not destroed except new post 
office, partially burned. Apprehend no further trouble from fire 
have to send messages to Oakland to forward. 
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Oakland, Calif., April 20, 1905 


Š eee Director of The Mint, CUBE D 
i | Washington, D C. 


-———Q--- 
The fire is now reported Ru Sock Ae control. About half 


residence district saved. Tn Oakland conditions almost normal 


makes. place of refuge. Have things at Mint in good shape 


with subsistence for men on duty. We can accommodate the 


—sub=treasurer, Loss of life dont think exceeds four hundred. 


Leach, Sup’ t. 
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۱ ۱ April 22,1906 
Geo. E. Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 


Washington , De C. 


the terrible disaster that visited this city spent its force 
last night. The earthquake was the worst ever experienced in San 
Francisco. A great deal of property was damaged by the shock 
and a number of buildings were thrown down, but all the substan- 
tial buildings were apparently uninjured, although they were sub- 
sequently swept through by fire. The mint building, which was 
planned immédiately following the big earthquake in 1868, was con 
structed with the view of resisting to the fullest extent any 


similar visitation. The architects planned well, for the damage 


done by the shock is trifling, the principal damage being con” 
fined to ruining a few chimneys. The two big smoke-stacks were 
cracked entirely around, a few feet above the roof, but this will 
be no loss even if subsequent examination should prove they ought 
to be taken down, for the operations here now do not require tall, 
stacks. However, as far as appearances go, I do not believe they 
Will have to be removed. | 

Within an hour after the quake flames commenced, to show up 
in numerous places in the business district and in the poorer 
residence Section south of Market Street covering an area of one 
mile by two miles. I was informed that as many as one hundred 


alarms were sent in š short space of time, The earthquake had 
broken the mains and all the water available was what was in the 


ES 
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pipes. The department succeéded in putting out some of the 
fires, but they were too numerous, and in a little while the 
fire was beyond the control of any human agency, and spread in 
all directions. It burned down to the eastern water-front and 
was stopped there with the aid of apparatus stationed along the 
wharves, the wide spaces there helping also to check its proe 
gress. Westward the fire took its course, being stubbornly 
fought by dynamiters and the crippled fire department, but no 
success followed their efforts for thirty-six hours, when & wide 
street, Van Ness Avenue, was reached, Here by dynamiting, back- 
firing and with the aid of the department, the fire was control- 
led and a ا‎ residence section saved. From Van Ness and Mar- 
ket another arm of the fire continued over into the S. W. part 
of the city, where it was headed off about a mile and a half 
further out. Over this area avery large residence and manu- 
facturing district was burned out. The entire business part of 
the city was swept by the flames. I can learn of ois et ne 

and the other near the railroad. 
business houseswhich escaped; one’ .. was near the water-front, 
With the renewal of the wooden parts and windows, several of the 
modern buildings will be made as good as new. I hear that the 


stock of goods in one of these large buildings consisting of 


hardware and machinery was uninjured, although the lower stories 


were gutted, and that the large office building at the corner of 


Market anà California Streets with its contents was safe. 

The post office building had only the north end damaged by 
fire, and was somewhat damaged by the shock, but not sufficiently 
severe to interfere with its use. I am informed that the ap- 
praisers' building, now occupied as the custom house, was pretty 


badly scorcheé, “but the interior was not damaged much. 
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directly; 
Our building was the only bet tee او‎ dn the path of the fire, 


after it had burned one mile, that suis the attack. Every- 
thing around us was destroyed, and it was only by the heroic 
conduct of the men that the building was saved. Some two or 
three years ago it occurred to me that we ought to be equipped 
with fire apparatus so to be able to put out any blazes that 
might start in the building, never tninking of its application 
against an attack from the outside, and it is wholly due to the 
furnishing of that equipment that the mint was saved. After the 
earthquake &bout 50 employees reported at the mint, which in- 
cludes the watchmen who had been on duty during the last watch. 
The fire had reached und and Mission Streets before I could get 


Wictaugntin. a of Machinery 
to the building, but Mr. Laughlin, and Capt. Hawes had proved 


equal to the emergency and were making a grand fight against the 


on foot 
flames. I had to make a wide ۳ ۲۳ ری‎ 0 around the north 


aide of the city and working my way through the guards to reach 
the building. Upon arriving at the mint I found our greatest 
danger would be when the fire worked around to the north side,so 
I immediately distributed the men on the various floors from the 
basement to the roof, and had all inflamable stuff removed to 
the other side of the building, the shutters closed on the lower 
stories and lines of hose ready to put out the fires if they 
should appear in the building. We had considerable lumber upon 
the roof where we had been making new tanks. The old tanks had 
been taken down and sawed up into fire wood and had been thrown 
off into the court, making a rubbish pile there which subse» 
quently was a great menace to the building. Lieut. G. R. Arm= 
strong, 6th Infantry, was here with a detail of soldiers, and his 


men as well as himself were very active with their assistance. 
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When the big buildings to the north of us on Market Street 
caught they sent terrific showers of ritus material over the 
mint. It came down into the court as thick as hail, in ‘pieces 
from the size of a walnut to the size of a man's hat, and I had 
two streams from the basement busily occupied in extinguishing 
flames started by these flakes of fire. The roof, you can im- 
agine, was a pretty warm place. Mr. McLaughlin, with head mel- 
ter Kennedy, assisted by Autzen, Terry and some of the soldiers, 
remained there to the end. After the danger was over they SCR 
dom, blistered with heat and so blinded with the smoke they 
could hardly see. 

The basement and refinery floors gave us the hardes battle 
to save. The fire would creep in behind tne shutters and be- 
tween cracks in the basement, giving off & blinding, choking: 
smoke and terrific heat, but the stream of water handled by 
workmen Cuneo and Fredrichs, aided by J. C. Hansen, baffled the 
fire in that quarter. 

On the refinery and adjusting room floor anotner lot of 
heroic fellows, Chittenden, foreman Bierce, Hastings, Hammill, 
E. Fisher, MeCabe و‎ Freneh, Butler, Sherman, Mackie, Leith, 
assistant assayer Martin, Toner, currier and Jacobs, headed by 
Captain Hawes, fought the fire with buckets and two streams of 
water. With blistered hands and faces they stood their ground, 
being driven back time and time again. At one time the smoke 
was so tnick and choking they were driven to the extreme south. 
end, or assay part, of the building, but 1 had some windows on 
the east side opened which gave them a little fresh air, and back 
the boys went at it again. Getting another stream of water with 


a greater head we found that we were able to control the situa- 


tion, .and that the flames could get no foothold upon the mint. 


On the main floor were foremen Healy and Kearney, Aitken, 
Collins, Lowrie} assistant coiner, Pedlar, Pollock, Sheridan and 
Tuttle. At other places were Montgomery, Kelly, Benston, C. 
Baker, watolnen Steere, McKee, Prooks, E. L. Miller, Zeith, 
and W, H, Williams and Adney. Carpenters Mix and Hope were 
equally active in giving their aid. 

I want to make special reference to the thoughtfulness, 
capacity and bravery of engineer Brady, who, as soon as he saw 
that the fire was reaching large proportions, examined the (ire 
pump, and, finding that the earthquake had broken a connection 
short off, quickly repaired the break and saw that everything 
was in order. And when the fight was at its heighth he rendered 
extra service by patching out and improvising an extra length of 
hose, which was of me cA sine in fighting the fire in the court. 

While the contest was going on at the mint the homes of 
several of these men were being burned to the ground, but they 


never called attention to the fact or asked to be relieved until 


danger to the mint puilding was over, Moreover, it is a question 


if the mint had caught fire whether the brave fellows on ihe in- 
side could have got EUM safety or note Their only retreat 
would have been down streets, both sides of which were still 
Lined with heated and blazing ruins, but puer did not think of 
Unt. A great number of other employees aid their best to reach 
the mint bublding, knowing that their services were needed, but 
they were driven back by the cordon of soldiers and police who 
would not listen to their rale to gain the mint. 

The damage by fire to the building was wholly confined to 
the flaking off of the sandstone and granite on the north side 


where the flames rolled against the building and where the 
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nearest structures were located, and the burning out of the 
window sash and casing of all the windows on the north side and 
many on the rear. The carpet in the adjusting room is the only 
loss to be recorded on the interior of the building. It was 
ruined by water and the &parks that came in in sheets through 
the windows after the glass and sash had been burned away. 

I have wired you that I did not think it advisable to attempt 
the resumption of coinage operations until after settlement, in 
view of the fact that it will be so near the time when you wish 
to begin settlement before we could get power to drive the 
machinery or gas for fuel purposes. In the meantime the spare 
space in the mint can be utilized by a clearing house and the 
sub-treasury. Selby's propose to turn over all their deposits 
to us until they can get fixed up to receive again. I have 
telegraphed to penver and to Los Angeles for portable coke 
cupelling furnaces, which I hope to receive by the middle of the 
week. Upon the receipt of these 1 will be able to receive and 
assay deposits. As there is no gas we cannot run our present 
assay cupelling furnaces. I would have written you before, and 
have made the attempt nearly every day, but I could not make any 
headway owing to the great demand upon my time and presence in 
various parts of the building. I would suggest to you that you 
recommend the purchase of additional ground to the north of the 
mint, so there will be a wider space between the building and 
the buildings that will be reconstructed on that side of the 
mint. I would say we ought to have at least 50 feet on the 
north side and 20 feet on the rear, Se then with shutters on 


the windows and a good fire apparatus inside we would be safe 
against future fires. 
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The only chimeys that were seriously wrenched on the mint 
building were those Surmounting the wall around the court, the 
foundation of which had been undermined some years ago by a 
faulty sewer. This was discovered when I was excavating the 

Tia roe > 
boiler room for the new boilers, Government architect Roberts 
Saw that it was a very serious matter and immediately took 
Steps to reinforce the foundation. The lack of a solid founda- 


tion like the rest of the walls was made apparent in the re- 


sults of the shoék to the building the other day. It seems to 


me that here the architects can find a lesson for the construct- 
ion of future buildings. 
With kind regards, I am, 


Yours truly, 


doux o Aaah 


Superintendent, 
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Oakland Calif April 21, 1906 


Director Mint 
Washn D.C. 


My men report that all fires have been extinguished except in 

one or two isolated places near the north water front. There 

were wild rumors last night of destruction: of docks along water 

front but they have been saved from fire all around city. Water 

traffic will not be interrupted, Am informed two or three 

banks will be able to resume business in sity early next weeke 

People are in mest calm condition and in many cases have commenved 

clezring away to start business anew, No suffering weather grand: 

Relief coming along in good shape. Will be necessary to continue 

this for some little time. We can accommodate at least two 

banks until we van resume coinage. Best thing department van do 

for bankang interests is to make prompt and free transfer of 

funds through thés institution against money deposited in New York 
Frank A.Leach, Supt U.S.Mint 
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San Francisco Cal Apr 23 1906 


Director Mint 
Washn DC, 


United States signal corps have run wire to mint and established 
office here putting us in direct connection with you 

we opened for business today bankers and business today 

men energetically at work in arranging resumption of business 
Every man in mint employ has been heard from 


Frank A Leach Supt U 8 Mint 
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Oakland Calif., April 21 1906, 


HOM. T, M, "Shaw, Secy, Treasury, 
T Washington, D.C, 


ife grossly exaggerated, . . Have been in oity a A 
"have men reporting to me | continually from anl: | 
Hi. ‘mot beleive the ligt will reach four hundred SEC Mee 
jimates from statements ia me will not reach three, | 
Lures i fast Wow the 


ng for the helpless. : 
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“Leach, ‘Supt. U. S. Mint, 


"April 25 1906, 
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Payment of money upon transfer orders was seri ously interrup- 
ted idm by exeessive large blasts being set off in vieinity 
Mint Building blowing down walls. The blasts have apparently done 
more damage ^o building than earthquake and fire. 1 have protested — 
vig orouslj against this exeessive use of powder in this vieinity th 
but still the thing goes on. 
Frank A. Leach, 
۱ i : Supt. 18 5, Minte 
644PM 
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San FranciscoCal Apr 25 1906 zi 


Director Mint 
Washn DC, 


mint building still being badly. shaken by the dynamiters Every 
‘outside window in building blown in Blasting also interferes 
with repairs to building have supplied assistant mreasurer funds 
to cash small amounts drawn on his account We paid out 

nealy one million and half transfer orders today or in all 
three million two hundred eighty three thousand dollars 

The bierce people are all right 


Frank A Leach Supt 


936am 
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¿he Aint ot the Gnited States at Garson, 
Supevintendent’s Office, 
April .26 E OOS 


Hon, Geo, E. Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 
| Washington, D. €, 
Sir:-—- 


Owing to the dreadful calamity at San Francisco, I have taken 


the responsibility of withholding bullion shipments to the Mint in 


that city until officially advised that it can be received, I have 


written Mr, Leach asking him to notify me, 


Respectfully, 


Assayer in Charge 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 


April 26, 1906. 


Hon, Geo. E. Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D, C. 
gir: 

In reply to yours of the 21st inst., in relation to the 
date of settlement, I would suggest that we fix the l5th of 
June as the time for commencing. This will enable us to get 
through by the end of the month, and will avoid the closing down 
of the institution for any length of time, as it would do if 
we commenced on June first. 

I heartily agree with your idea about receiving deposits 
during settlement. I has always seemed absurd to me that a big 
institution like this could not receive deposits right through 
settlement, and in the past I have done so with the exception 
of possibly four or five days, but with your authority I will 
have no interruption in the receipt of deposits hereafter. 


Respectfully yours, : 


A 


Superintendent. 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, April 27, 1906. 


Hon. Geo, E. Roberts, 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Roberts: 
We have matters at the mint in very good shape. 

It. is a great blessing to the city that the building was preserved and 
the great stock of money accessible for relief and business purposes. 
I hardly know what the people would have done without it. The banks 
are timid enoughtas it is, and if access to our funds had been de- 
nied them it is hard to say what might have happened. Notwithstand- 
ing the scene from all directions of the mint is one of desolation 
so far as the buéldings go, the ES present an unusual sight - 
teams of every description, people on foot coming and going, crowds 
of men at work clearing away the debris, fixing gas and water pipes, 
electric wires and railroad tracks - and everybody seems to or an 
expression of determination and confidence in the future. There is 
no question but that the city will be rebuilt better than it ever was. 
The condition of the mint and more modern buildings shows that it 3s 
possible to build against earthquake and fires. 

I have installed Asst. Treasurer Jacobs in the room known as 
the reception room. I cleared out the numismatic collection and 
furniture and supplied him with funds and he is now doing business in 
anticipation of supplies and money from the department. AS the banks 
have no place in which to deposit their funds or open up for bus- 
iness, I suggested that they wire the department for authority to 
use such rooms, vault and premises in the mint as 1 could give them. 
I suggested that each bank leave its funds here and between them 


organize a force of tellers and bookkeepers to pay out the money in 
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such sums as may be needed, they receipting to me for the whole 
amount of the transfers; in other words, that we install here a bank 
for, all the banking institutions that have large transfer funds. This 
flea met with hearty approval, and I suppose you will hear from them 
in the due course of time. 

secretary Metcalf was here this morning, and upon his return will 
PR tell you what he has seen. I pointed out to him the ad=- 
vantage of purchasing additional space around the building, especially 
on the north side, and the advisability of having iron shutters all 
around on the inside of the third story windows. We are in full 
blast so far as receiving and assaying deposits is concerned, but 
we cannot resume coinage operations until we receive a supply of gas 
for fuel purposes. Our electrician, Mr. Marshall, under the super- 
vision of Mr. Moraughlin converted one of our large motors into a 
generator the day after the fire, so we have had the building supplied 
now for several days and nights with electric light. After getting 
the inside of the building equipped with lights, Mr. Mardhall cone 
structed lights at several points around the building on the outside, 
being the only lights in rE in the burned district from the 
| water front to the post office. 

The uiniug department of the State University loaned us & couple 
of portable cupelling furnaces, pending the arrival of those I ordered 
from penver and Los Angeles. They not only loaned the furnaces, but 
took the trouble to furnish transportation from the University to 
Oakland. 

I am using a large number of the employees for watchmen, keeping 
a day as vell as'a night watch, dividing them up into three shifts of 
eight hours each. The rest of the force of workmen is empioyed in 


cleaning up the building and furnishing the help necessary in deliver- 
ing the funds to the banks and others calling for their transfers. 
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AS a large number of our employees were burned out , and the guard 
duty at the mint requiring many to remain here, it has been necessary 
to supply them ath MEE the greater part of which we have 
obtained from army headquarters, but I was obliged to purchase some 
things that the army people were not able to supply. The army folks 
furnished us with some cots and. mattresses, but I had to purchase 30 
pair of blankets over in Oakland. I had them sent over in some 
automobiles that were bringing over some stuff for the city authori- 
ties, but only ten pair of the blankets reached the mint, the other 


I received a subpoena yesterday summoning me to appear before 


twenty pair b dapi to some soldiers and others who needed them. 


the Grand Jury &t Seattle in the Adams case, but under the circum- 
stances it will be impossible for me to leave. My presence is of more 
importance here in gan prancisco than almost anywhere else at the 
present time. Moreover, they have enough evidence and facts to war- 
rant an indictment without me, and I wish the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Attorney General would telegraph to Mr. Frey the 
necessity of excusing me from obeying the subpoena so as to save me 
from contempt of court and the service of & bench warrant. My 


presence is imperative here until the bank arrangements are completed. 


A 
I enclose ocv I received from George Adams. It isa 


curiosity. Kerfoot came down Monday, as he was unable to hear from 
his people, but he returned Thursday; and, by the way, he took a 
bride back with him. 

Mr. McLaughlin has remained in the building nearly every night 
since the disaster, and he has been a most efficient aid in the work 
we had to do here. I know he would appreciate most heartily an ac- 


knowledgment of his services from you. The newspapers have mentioned 
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nearly all the others who were participants in the battle we had, but 
+ in some way or other Mr. McLaughlin's name has been overlooked. He 
was most resourceful, courageous and untiring. 

I have wired you about the blasting for the purpose of throwing 
down unsafe walls and buildings, and mentioned the additional damage 
that was done to the building. Mr. Roberts, representing the Super- 
vising Architect, was here and he estimated the damage done by the 
blasting at $10,000.00, I suppose for the reason that the additional 
damage done to the big stacks will now make it necessary for them to 
be removed. There would have been no necessity of taking them down if? 
it had not been for the injudicious use of dynamite. The mint build- 
ing suffered less than any of the other buildings that went through 
the fire in this respect. Mr. poberts tells me that the additional 
damage to the post office is fully $100,000.00, an& I am told that a 
private building in that neighborhood that had escaped damage by tne 
earthquake was badly shattered by ine blasts that were set off right 
directly opposite to it. I have a piece of iron on my desk that was 
blown into our court yard from a blast that was set off nearly a 
quarter of a mile away down Market Street, also bolt heads and pieces 
af brick that landed on or in the building. Of dras, the removal 
of the walls was necessary, but I am E by EE men and en- 
gineers that the use of so much powder was not only wasteful, but 
unnecessarily added to the danger t6 lives and property. I have a 
man here in the mint who removed the large brick foundation of the 
old engine which was inside the building on the basement floor, and 
he blasted it out without breaking a window, and ne told me that he 
could remove all the walls the entire length of Market Street with 


the powder that they used in one blast. The concussions were heavy 
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enough to blow the hats off of people standing on tne top of Knob 
Hill, where the new Fairmount Hotel is. 1 know this to be true for 
my son was among the group when some of then lost their hats. The 
Signal service corps had a telegraoh line in our building for the 
convenience of the government, but tais was torn down by tne blasts 
and taey had to abandon the wire. 


With kind regards, l am, 


Yours truly, 


M CPP 


` 


STU MN 
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THE wy) STERN USHON TELEGRAPH CONPANY, 
H ۱ INCORPORATED — 1 
23,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CABLE SERVICE TO L زد ا‎ 


This Company TRANSMIS and DELIVER Jna ages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have beez/assetitedt& ty the senb-of the following message. 

Errors can be guarded agai st only. e " خر‎ message back to the fending station for comparison, and the mpany will nothold i labigtor errors or delays 
lia transmission or delivery of U eee d Mess des, beyonji the amount ff tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim ishot presenten writing within sixty daye 
after the m e is filed with the Company for €Fansmissio 3 ñ 3 i i 

This is an PEATE, AGE, and is delivgfed by requestibf the sender, under the conditions named: above. i 4 


h 


hu ROBERT CC. CLowRK, President and General Manager. 


RECEIVED at Wyatt Building, Gor, th and F Streets, Washington, D. C. >, 


TELEPHONES: M 4106, M 2114 AND M 1707, ۱ APR wQ 1906 
M3T7NY. JL. OF. 72 Pd Govt. 456p | ۱ xe 


SanFrancisco Calif Apl 28-06 
Geo E Roberts, Director Mint, Washn De 


Gentlemen connected with our largest insurance companies say 


A [-  — —— 
] 


the estimated loss in SanFrancisco is four hundred millic dollars, 


ud "ance two hundred thirt; million. ExcMayor Phelan told me he 
| was offered yesterday as mu for his lot on Market street as he had 
“been before for both lot and the Have everything ready to 
replace windows soon as the terrific blast ing is stopped, 


Leach, Supt. e 
ALWAYS OPEN. ` . MONEY TRANSFE RRED BY TELEGRAPH. CABLE OFFICE. 
uc M ت ری نامز نی‎ A ت‎ SESA ات ای اه ات سوه‎ KW اه‎ AU A اقا‎ do ao SR Koa مسج‎ dd 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT TEL 
9 WU HG Y ۰ 35 Collect Govt 9,30 AM — 
San Francisco Calif May 1,°1906 


' Director Mint 

ee | Washn D.C. 

: aM E DES 

Please wire representative of Le id this icity to be pre dtr 
at opening of silver vault so it Qan. be resealed after remo 
half dollars necessary. | 1 

| Frank A,Leach, 0 
Supt. Mint. 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 


PU Le eee eor of | Uu 


x Ar ow Mos mts p AR 
TOP co cre, eS <p Q l| mah po 


A 


P appear DA LA ate A AN TUAE 


d Qux cU co e TAa ui a LX, 
Potting مدد‎ oct Guau 

css s v a ie‏ و 
NES NP ; Hee GU UN TG «DUE A‏ 


Qe re ENTRY 221 Bary 


TITHE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM. 


2PWU CB R 29 Collect Govt 


San Francisco Cal May 7 1906 ie £ E 
i Pe ` E 
es ۰ 
TO Director Mint be ۱ 


Washington DC. 


I find cost widen streets far exceeds my estimates doubt if can 
be accomplished less tw hundred fifty thousand dollars 


Frank A Leach Supt 


x 2:30PM 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 
May 10, 1906. 


Hon, Geo. E, Roberts, 
Washington, D. C. 
My pear Mr. Roberts: 

I enclose a copy of a resolution passed by 
the Clearing House Association at a recent meeting which ex-- 
plains itself. I suppose the Secretary has been furnished with 
a copy direct by the officers of the association. I cannot tell 
you how pleased the bankers and business men are with the way 
they have been treated by you people in Washington. This resolu- 
tion was published in the papers of yesterday. I received avery 
nice letter from Secretary ghaw the other day. I have not yet 
had time to answer it, but will do so in the near future. Mr. 
Mcraughlin was greatly pleased with your letter. 


With kind regards, I an, 


Yours truly, 
یر‎ Kea 
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COPY of Resolution passed by the San Francisco Clearing 
House Association at its meeting held on 
May 7th, 1906. 


w- e e س‎ — — — — e ووم‎ 


RESOLVED, That the thanks of the San Francisco Clearing House 
Association and of the entire community are due to Honorable Leslie 
M. Shaw, Secretary of the Treasury, for his prompt recognition of 
the unprecedented conditions in this City, due to the recent conflag: 
ration; for his policy thereupon adopted, of affording to the Banks 
and people of San Francisco the facilities of the Treasury Depart- 


ment, in arranging for the flow of gold to and from San Francisco 


by means of telegraphie transfers th ough the Treasury; and for his 
Placing at the disposal of the San Francisco Banks, office room and 
vaults at the United States Mint, at San Francisee, thus enabling 


them to serve the public in its hour of need during which the Bank 


vaults cannot be safely opened, 


EPT A ke ee wA 


To Hon. F. A. Leach 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
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May 17, 1906. 


Hon. Geo. E. Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 
Washington, De C. 


Sir: 


I have to advise the receipt of Spanish Filipino silver to 


the value. of 40,000 Pesos on the 16th inst., from Manila. 


respectfully, 


T h) AKA a or x. 


Superintendent. 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 
OFFICE OF THE COINER, 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 


Hon, Geo, E. Roberts, 
Washington, D. C. 


My pear Mr, Roberts: 

۱ 2 Yours of the 21st inst., enclosing copy 
of my telegram of April 18th, received. In reading it over I 
gee that the telegraph company made quite a blunder in the 
transmission of .my dispatch,It should te. we fought the fire 
"with our own fire apparatus and without any help from the fire 
department." I see that whan it reached you the telegram made 
it appear that we had the assistance of the fire departmet. 
It was a physical impossibility for any assistance to have been 
rendered us from the outside of the building, even if it had 


been available. 


Yours truly, 


Superintendent. 
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Hon. Geo, E. Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 
۱ Washington, De C. 
gir: 

We have an accumulation of leady and extra base bars which 
we have been unable to 2 off in our usual refinery operations. 
They are about 46 in number, containing 326.95 ounces gold and 
12,630. ounces silver, the gross weight being about 33,487. 
ounces. I asked the gelby Smelting & Lead company if they would 
take the bars and return us the precious metals, retaining for 
themselves the base as compensation for the parting. They said 
that upon looking over the matter that the refining charges 
would amount to about $125.00, and that the base contents would 
only amount to about $40,00, which would make it necessary for, 
us to pay some $70.00 or over cash. Mr. Underhill, the presi- 
dent of the company said, however, that in view of the many 
favors ۷ from your department that they would be pleased 
to take the bars and return us the precious metals without 
charge or further compensation than might come to them from the 
base ae. 

Upon receipt of your authority to turn these bars over to 
the company I will notify Mr, Gorham to make the delivery. 

Respectfully yours, 


bs, tf LR REAL ` 


Suverintendent. 
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Hon, Geo, He Roberts, 
pirector of the Mint, 
Washington, De C. 
sir: 

Mr. Roberts of the Supervising Architect's office has ۳ 
ua tuia showing the details of the construction of the big 
smoke stacks built for this mint, and a study of these plans has 
caused him to modify his conclusions as to what will be necessary 
to preserve them. We find that the stacks are reinforced for 
their entire lengths with iron columns thoroughly braced, and he 
has decided that it will be unnecessary to take them down, but 
that they can be repaired. It may be thought best to reduce the 
height to fifteen or twenty feet. The tops of the stacks are 
surmounted with cast iron panels and cornices, which have been 
more or less disintegrated by the acid fumes, and it is feared 
there is danger of their being shaken off or falling off while 
the men are at work below. ۱ 

12 26 rid of the relief Tund yesterday, having been winding 
up my connection with that business for the past two or three 
days. There was no longer any necessity of my handling these 
moneys after the banks resumed business, and the possibility of 
the near trial of Adams gave me a reason for requesting the come 
mittee to relieve me of the funds. For atime it involved ale 
most as much work as the transfer of the moneys from the east 


to the banks, corporations and individuals here. The Selby 


people got their place on Montgomery Street fixed up so that 
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a, 


they moved from here on Saturday, and with the exception of 


having the Sub-treasury here we have about regained our normal 
condition. We cannot resume coinage operations yet for the reasn 
reason that the power company has not been able to supply the 
electric current, although they have been promising it to us 
daily for three or four weeks past. In this connection I would 
say that it would be a good idea for us to install & medium 
sized generating plant which we could bring into use whenever 
we were cut out of power. Such à plant would not cost to exceed 
$5,000.00, and. possibly not more than $4,000.00 
Unless Congress provides some money with which to fix up 

a temporary home for the sub-treasury on its old site, we are 
likely to have this institution with us for several years, which 
is avery unpleasant thing to contemplate. Mr. Gorham is now 
crowded out of his office, and the receiving clerk has had to 
give up all his vaults for the use of the sub-treasury, and the 
institution crowds us in minor ways. I understand that Congress 
has been asked to a propriate $30,000.00 to rehabilitate the 
remnants of the old sub-treasury building. I think myself tnis 
is a pretty large sum to be expended for a temporary puilding, 
but still as it would have to be used for the transaction of 
Eo pes, for at least four years it ought to be made strong and 
habitable. 


Yours truly; 


— _ 
P] 
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superintendent. 
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MAI OF THE UNITED STATES AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


SubEMINTERDENTS Orfic E, 


June 6, 1906. 


Hon, Geo, Fe Roberts, 

Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D, C. 

Sir: 

Please have made for us & block tin coil of the same size 
and dimensions described on the enclosed plan for the use of ۱ 
our assay department. Of course, you understand that we will 
make the wood work, and only want the still part. Please retur: 
the plan upon ordering the still. 


Respectfully , 


Superintendent. 


FAL/s 
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` THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT CARSON, NEV., 
OFFICE OF ASSAYER IN CHARGE, 
June 15 (70° 
Hon, Geo, E, Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 


Washington, D. C, 
sir:— : š 


Referring to your telegram of this date (viz., the discontin- 
uing of bullion shipments to the San Francisco Mint until otherwise 
ordered), I have to say that I have made no shipments of bullion 
since the I4th of May, on which date I received a telegram from you 
directing mr to suspend shipments for the present as the appropria- 
tion for transportation was exhausted. We now have on hand in bars 
over $100,000. 


Respectfully, 


Veet db ° a 


Assayer in Charge 
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